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The Tregarthur’s Series FICTION / YOUNG ADULT

Alex Mellanby

An adventurous teen fiction series about survival and self discovery. 
Inspired by the dark timelessness and unpredictable vast landscape 
of Dartmoor, a group of school children on a hiking expedition unleash 
an unknown power, transporting them through time, to a world beyond 
anything they have experienced. Cut off from the adult world in unfamiliar 
environments, this modern day Lord of the Flies chronicles their adventures 
as they desperately try to return home.

The series delivers a powerful story with themes pertinent to the lives of 
young adults whilst at the same time having a page turning narrative full 
of adventure and mystery. Each book in the series involves travel to a 
different time, where the group has to survive using skills and knowledge 
they have gained from their old life. On a journey from the prehistoric age 
of the Neanderthals to the 14th century Black Death; from the Convict 
ships of the 18th century to the more recent discoveries of Marie Curie, the group are drawn back to the strange stones 
of Dartmoor.

Throughout the series the mystery of the Tregarthur family haunts them as they try to deal with their own personal 
problems of dysfunctional families and the trials of growing up. It seems it is their teacher, Miss Tregarthur, who has 
sent them hurtling through time, but for what reason? Why does she seem hell bent on their destruction? And what is 
the connection with the hanging rocks? Throughout the series, the mystery of Dartmoor and Miss Tregarthur’s dreadful 
plan are slowly revealed.

ALEX MELLANBY has had a medical background for much of his working career. 
He worked in various fields including general practice, psychiatry and as a physician. 
During this time he wrote a number of academic research articles and would be later 
awarded an MA from Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge. His love of the outdoors 
drew him to the wilds of Dartmoor whilst working as a doctor in Devon. His fondness 
of this primeval, ancient land combined with the power of this timeless moor was to 
be the seed of the Tregarthur’s series. With the ever increasing reliance of modern 
technology he started to think about how one would survive on these timeless, 
inhospitable moors in the distance past and drawing from experiences from his own 
career, the practicalities of what it would take to survive.

•  Gripping, page turning adventure that delivers a 
compelling exploration into the survival of a group of 
children in unfamiliar environments.

• Each book transports the group back to different 
moments in time enticing the reader’s interest in these 
key historical periods.

• Powerful story with themes pertinent to the lives of 

young adults, such as love, loss, bullying, leadership and 
growing up.

•  Compelling female and male lead characters increases its 
appeal for a wider readership.

• Aimed at young adults (12+), it will entice even the most 
reluctant reader.



Tregarthur’s Promise

Abandoned by his mum and with his dad in prison, 16 year old Alvin is facing life on 
the streets. Taking refuge in a school hiking expedition across Dartmoor, Alvin sees 
it as a way of avoiding his problems, but he didn’t account for Miss Tregarthur and 
her dreadful Promise.

Following catastrophic events, Alvin finds himself, together with his old friend Jenna, 
lost in an unknown time and place, leading a group of school children in a desperate 
fight for survival. Disease, death and disaster follow them as they try to decipher the 
Promise and search for the way back home. But Miss Tregarthur has not played her 
last game.

Tregarthur’s Revenge

After escaping their troubles at home, Alvin and Jenna believed they were safe. 
They hadn’t counted on the return of Zach, ex-school bully turned murderer, and his 
caveman army. Forced through the tunnel they find themselves back on Dartmoor – 
except that this is definitely not the 21st century.

Struggling to understand the mysteries of the tunnel will they ever return to a safe 
time and place? Alvin failed to keep Miss Tregarthur’s promise. Now reaching across 
time, it seems Miss Tregarthur will have her revenge.

Tregarthur’s Prisoners

In 18th century Britain sheep rustling was punishable by hanging or deportation. 
Neither seem a good alternative to Alvin, who is still trying to work out how he and 
his friends got caught up in this mess. In Tregarthur’s Prisoners they may be getting 
closer to present day but they are further from Dartmoor than they’ve ever been 
before.

Tumbling through the twists of time, can Alvin escape the hangman’s noose? But as 
Miss Tregarthur tries to destroy them all, the tunnel is beginning to give up its secrets.
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Tregarthur’s Crystal

Trapped in the wrong time, Alvin and Jenna’s only hope lies with Miss Tregarthur’s 
crystal. But can they follow her in an age of horses and steam trains?

Even if they do find her, the crystal is failing and the answers may not be close to 
home. As they start to uncover the full horror of Miss Tregarthur’s mind they realise 
how far she will go to control time. Will Alvin escape the future she has planned?

Tregarthur’s Crystal is the penultimate book in the Tregarthur’s Series.
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The Tregarthur’s Series finale will be due out Q4 2018.
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