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What if you woke up in the morning to find the world utterly transformed? 
What if a wrong turn took you to a strange, unknown place? What if the 
barrier between the real and the impossible proved to be much more 
fragile than anybody could possibly have imagined?

From the prodigious imagination of the cult writer Alan Bilton, author of The 
Known and Unknown Sea and The Sleepwalkers’ Ball comes a collection 
of strange and unsettling short stories, poised midway between horror 
and comedy, the deeply mysterious and the utterly absurd. Drop through 
trapdoors and explore secret passages between the everyday and the 
fantastical, a labyrinth whose secrets leads one deeper and deeper into 
the unknown.

At every step, the curious, the lost, and the unwary stumble through an 
opening to another world - a world unlike any other in contemporary fiction.
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AlAn Bilton is the author of two novels, The Known and Unknown Sea (2014), variously compared 
to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, the 1902 movie, A Trip to the Moon, and Dante’s Inferno, and 
The Sleepwalkers’ Ball (2009) which one critic described as “Franz Kafka meets Mary Poppins”. As a 
writer, he is obviously a hard man to pin down. He is also the author of books on Silent Film Comedy, 
Contemporary Fiction, and America in the 1920s. He teaches Creative Writing, Contemporary Literature, 
and Film at Swansea University in Wales.

• A collection of interconnected short stories based in the real world, but 
slowly slipping into the fantastical.

• Switches between the horror and comedy, but always entertaining.

• Set in a number of locations including the UK, Paris, Venice and the 
States with Eastern European/Central European influences.

• With filmic influences from Silent Cinema to the European New Wave all 
the stories are intensely visual.

• For readers with an interest in ‘dream fiction’, the Gothic or 
psychoanalytic.
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“As uncanny as Psycho and as funny as a Monty Python sketch, 
Anywhere out of the World is an antidote to our conservative 
literary culture and essential reading for anyone still interested in the 

possibilities of literature” 

- Novelist and short story writer DD Johnstone

“A man is sucked back into the nightmare past of his school’s grubby 
swimming pool... a bridge built by day is dismantled overnight... at the 
edge of town uncertain territory threatens... under the feet of animals 

and history all is reduced to mud and entropy.” 

- Novelist, poet and short story writer Jo Mazelis


